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T H E S I T E S & T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A F G H A N I S T A N 
SHAHI KOT : In March 2002 , Aus t ra l i an SAS members d i s t ingu i shed themse l ve s 

on Opera t i on Anaconda . 

TA KHOUT : The Sep tember 2005 a t tack on coa l i t i on f o r ce s by a l a rge Ta l i ban 

f o r ce was r e s i s t ed by un i t s i n c lud ing Aus t ra l i an Army av ia to r s and t roops f r om 

4RAR (Commando) . 

CHORA VALLEY : In 2005 –06 th i s was the s i t e o f mu l t ip l e ope ra t i ons by ADF
	

spec ia l f o r ce s nor th o f t he Aus t ra l i an ope ra t ing base a t Tar in Ko t .
	

SHAH WALI KOT : The Shah Wal i Ko t o f f ens i v e was a f i v e -day j o in t ope ra t i on 

conduc t ed by Aus t ra l i an spec ia l f o r ce s and the A fghan Nat iona l Army , w i th US a i r 

suppor t , i n June 2010 . 

KABUL : Kabu l was the base f o r the Aus t ra l i an headquar t e r s i n A fghan i s tan and 

the s i t e o f ongo ing s e cur i t y ope ra t i ons under taken by the ADF . 



    

             

             

        

            

                

             

   

           

             

   

             

        

             

                

                 

   

            

             

               

              

        

 

T H E S I T E S & T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

C O C O S -K E E L I N G I S L A N D S : S i t e o f t h e f i r s t n a v a l v i c t o r y b y t h e R o y a l A u s t r a l i a n 

A U S T R A L I A 

Navy in the Grea t War . HMAS Sydney des t royed the German sur face ra ide r SMS
	

Emden in j u s t o ve r 90 m inu te s on 9 November 1914 .
	

WESTERN AUSTRALIA : The d i sappearance o f HMAS Sydney w i th a l l hands on 19 

November 1941 was no t on l y a l o s s f o r the RAN bu t a l so had a devas ta t ing impac t 

on mora l e on the home f ron t . The mys t e r y o f Sydney ’ s d i sappearance was no t
	

so l ved f o r 67 y ear s .
	

DARWIN : RAN, Aus t ra l i an Mi l i t a r y Fo r ce s (AMF) and RAAF pe r sonne l f r om NSW 

saw ac t i on in de f ence o f no r the rn Aus t ra l i a dur ing Japanese a i r and s ea ope ra t i ons 

be tween 1942 and 1944 . 

CORAL SEA : RAN pe r sonne l f r om NSW saw ac t i on on board Aus t ra l i an sh ips
	

dur ing the ba t t l e o f Cora l Sea (4 –8 May 1942 ) .
	

PACIFIC OCEAN : Townsv i l l e was the neares t ma jo r A l l i ed por t dur ing the ba t t l e 

o f t he Cora l Sea in May 1942 . I t was bombed by Japanese f o r ce s on th ree o c cas ions 

in Ju l y 1942 bu t r ema ined a v i ta l supp l y and l og i s t i c s base f o r the r e s t o f t he war 

in the Pac i f i c . 

SYDNEY HARBOUR : RAN and C i v i l De f ence pe r sonne l f r om NSW saw ac t i on 

aga ins t the Japanese navy dur ing the m idge t submar ine a t tack on Sydney on the 

n i gh t o f 31 May –1 June 1942 and the she l l i ng o f Sydney and Newcas t l e a week 

l a t e r . RAAF pe r sonne l f r om NSW jo ined the RAN in mar i t ime pa t ro l s o f f t he eas t 

coas t o f Aus t ra l i a f o r the dura t i on o f t he war . 



    

             

       

                

               

              

 

              

             

     

               

           

             

             

      

 

          

         

           

            

      

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

M E S S I N E S : T h i s w a s t h e N S W - r a i s e d 9 t h B r i g a d e ’ s f i r s t g r e a t b a t t l e o n t h e 

B E L G I U M 

Weste rn F ron t , f ough t i n June 1917 . 

YPRES : The Ypres Sa l i en t , wh i ch was the hear t o f ope ra t i ons f o r th i s s e c to r o f t he 

Wes t e rn F ron t i n the s e cond ha l f o f 1917 , t akes i n ope ra t i ons by the A IF , RAA 

gunner s f r om the Heavy Ar t i l l e r y Group , and the f i r s t ope ra t i ons f l own by No . 3 

Squadron , AFC . 

MENIN ROAD : Th i s ba t t l e , f ough t on 20 Sep tember 1917 , i nvo l ved I ANZAC Corps 

in the f i r s t o f t he succe s s fu l advances o f B r i t i sh Genera l Herbe r t P lumer ’ s “b i t e 

and ho ld” tac t i c s i n the Sa l i en t . 

POLYGON WOOD : In i t s f i r s t ma jo r ba t t l e s ince be ing r ebu i l t a f t e r the d i sas t e r o f 

F rome l l e s , t he NSW - ra i s ed 14 th Br i gade cap tured Po l ygon Wood on 26 Sep tember 

1917 . 

PASSCHENDAELE : In Oc tobe r 1917 I and I I ANZAC Corps f ough t a longs ide each 

o the r f o r the f i r s t t ime and b roke in to the mass i v e German F landern de f ence 

c o m p l e x a n d t h e P a s s c h e n d a e l e r i d g e l i n e . 

C A M B O D I A 
B A T T A M B A N G : A D F p e r s o n n e l p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g U N o p e r a t i o n s 

r e l a t e d t o C a m b o d i a : U N B R O ( 1 9 8 9 – 9 3 ) , U N A M I C ( 1 9 9 1 – 9 2 ) , U N T A C ( 1 9 9 2 – 9 3 ) 

a n d C M A C ( 1 9 9 4 – 9 9 ) . A u s t r a l i a n m i l i t a r y s i g n a l l e r s p r o v i d e d l o g i s t i c s u p p o r t f o r 

t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f s u c c e s s f u l e l e c t i o n s . B a t t a m b a n g w a s o n e o f t h e b a s e s f r o m 

w h i c h t h e A u s t r a l i a n f o r c e s . 



    

             

             

            

        

             

              

 

             

                

             

            

             

        

             

           

             

            

          

 

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

P E K I N G : T h e N e w S o u t h W a l e s N a v a l C o n t i n g e n t p r o v i d e d m i l i t a r y a i d i n s u p p o r t 

C H I N A 

o f the c i v i l admin i s t ra t i on , i n c lud ing po l i c e and f i r e b r i gades , t o r e s to re o rde r and 

pub l i c s e r v i c e s dur ing the tumu l tuous pe r i od in Ch ina f o l l ow ing the s i ege o f 

i n t e rna t i ona l l ega t i ons i n Pek ing in the summer o f 1900 . 

EGYPT 
ROMANI : NSW - ra i s ed l i gh t ho r se r eg iment s p layed a p i vo ta l r o l e i n guard ing the 

sou the rn f l ank o f t he B r i t i sh l i ne and de lay ing the Turk i sh advance in to S ina i ( 4 –5 

Augus t 1916 ) . 

EL ALAMEIN : E l A lame in (23 Oc tobe r –5 November 1942 ) was the de f in ing ba t t l e 

o f t he war in Nor th A f r i ca . NSW un i t s o f t he 9 th D i v i s i on p layed a s i gn i f i can t ro l e 

i n the ba t t l e , a s d id RAAF pe r sonne l s e r v ing in the RAF ’ s Dese r t A i r Fo r ce . 

MEDITERRANEAN SEA : RAN and RAAF pe r sonne l f r om NSW par t i c ipa t ed in the 

war in the Med i t e r ranean , f r om ma in ta in ing the v i ta l supp l y l i ne s t o Tobruk t o 

s u p p o r t i n g t h e i n v a s i o n s o f S i c i l y a n d t h e I t a l i a n m a i n l a n d . 

E N G L A N D 
A T L A N T I C C O N V O Y S : L a r g e n u m b e r s o f R A N p e r s o n n e l s e r v e d i n R N a n d o t h e r 

A l l i e d s u r f a c e v e s s e l s a n d s u b m a r i n e s d u r i n g t h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r . T h e y 

e s t a b l i s h e d a r e p u t a t i o n f o r c o u r a g e a n d e n d u r a n c e o n t h e A t l a n t i c c o n v o y s a n d i n 

f l e e t o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e s e a w a r a g a i n s t t h e G e r m a n s . R A A F C o a s t a l C o m m a n d 

s q u a d r o n s g a i n e d a s i m i l a r r e p u t a t i o n o n e s c o r t , a n t i - s u b m a r i n e a n d r e s c u e 

m i s s i o n s . 



    

               

            

 

              

             

      

            

        

           

          

     

             

                

 

            

            

             

            

 

         

              

        

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A L B E R T : T h e s i t e o f t h e b a s e o f o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e 1 9 1 6 S o m m e c a m p a i g n w a s 

F R A N C E 

saved f rom the German spr ing o f f ens i v e o f 1918 (Opera t i on Michae l ) by the
	

Aus t ra l i ans .
	

AMIENS: The Aus t ra l i an Corps and th ree squadrons o f t he AFC were i nvo l ved in 

the open ing a t tack o f t he g r ea t a l l i ed coun te r -o f f ens i v e known as the ba t t l e o f 

Amiens , wh i ch began on 8 Augus t 1918 . 

BULLECOURT: Uni t s f r om NSW par t i c ipa t ed in bo th the F i r s t and Second Ba t t l e s 

o f Bu l l e cour t ( 11 Apr i l and 3 –17 May 1917 ) . 

DERNACOURT: Aus t ra l i an de f ence o f t he t own and the ra i lway embankment 

(March –Apr i l 1918 ) p r even ted the German spr ing o f f ens i v e b r eak ing the B r i t i sh 

L ines nor th o f t he Somme . 

FROMELLES : The NSW - ra i s ed 14 th Br i gade f o rmed the c en t r e o f t he 5 th D i v i s i on ’ s 

a t tack on the German l i ne s on the n i gh t o f 19 –20 Ju l y 1916 , and was a lmos t w iped 

ou t . 

H A M E L : M o n a s h ’ s g r e a t d e m o n s t r a t i o n b a t t l e , f o u g h t o n 4 J u l y 1 9 1 8 ( U S 

I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y ) , i n c l u d e d s o l d i e r s a n d a i r m e n f r o m N e w S o u t h W a l e s . 

H A Z E B R O U C K : I n A p r i l 1 9 1 8 N e w S o u t h W a l e s u n i t s w e r e a m o n g t h e A u s t r a l i a n 

f o r c e s t h a t p r e v e n t e d t h e G e r m a n s p r i n g o f f e n s i v e b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h t o t h e E n g l i s h 

C h a n n e l . 

H I N D E N B U R G O U T P O S T L I N E : A u s t r a l i a n s h e l p e d b r e a c h t h e H i n d e n b u r g 

O u t p o s t L i n e o n 1 8 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 1 8 . A s a r e s u l t , G e r m a n y w a s f o r c e d t o s u r r e n d e r 

o r s e e t h e w a r c a r r i e d o n t o i t s o w n s o i l . 



    

             

              

 

           

           

             

   

              

           

      

            

             

             

           

          

         

             

               

 

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

FRANCE cont . 
MONT ST QUENTIN: On 31 Augus t 1918 the NSW - ra i s ed 5 th Br i gade l ed the 

a s sau l t on Mont S t Quen t in , t he he i gh t s ove r l ook ing the g r ea t bend on the Somme 

R i ve r . 

NORMANDY: RAAF squadrons and RAAF pe r sonne l s e r v ing in RAF squadrons 

p rov ided a i r c r ew f o r a i r ope ra t i ons aga ins t Ge rman pos i t i ons on the Normandy 

coas t i n suppor t o f Opera t i on Ove r l o rd , the A l l i ed invas ion o f Europe , l aunched on 

D-Day , 6 June 1944 . 

PERONNE: The f o r t r e s s tha t had r e s i s t ed invader s s ince the days o f t he g r ea t
	

17 th - cen tury m i l i t a r y a r ch i t e c t Sébas t i en Le P re s t r e de Vauban f e l l t o the
	

Aus t ra l i an 5 th D i v i s i on on 1–2 Sep tember 1918 .
	

POZIERES : “The Windmi l l s i t e [ a t Poz i è r e s ] … marks a r i dge more dense l y sown 

w i th Aus t ra l i an sac r i f i c e than any o the r p lace on ea r th . ” (Char l e s Bean , Anzac t o 

Amiens ) . A lmos t a th i rd o f t he Aus t ra l i an t roops commi t t ed t o the ba t t l e o f 

Poz i è r e s ( 23 Ju l y –5 Augus t 1916 ) were f r om un i t s ra i s ed in NSW. 

VILLERS -BRETONNEUX: The succes s fu l de f ence by Aus t ra l i an t roops in bo th 

ba t t l e s o f V i l l e r s -Bre tonneux (Apr i l 1918 ) p r even ted the Germans b reak ing 

th rough to Amiens dur ing the i r sp r ing o f f ens i v e . The 9 th Br i gade f rom New Sou th 

Wale s p layed a p i vo ta l r o l e i n the de f ence o f t he v i l l age dur ing the f i r s t ba t t l e . 



    

              

              

         

              

             

         

              

          

               

              

        

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

GREECE 
CAPE SPADA : The mos t f amous ac t i on f ough t by the RAN in the Med i t e r ranean 

occur r ed o f f Cape Spada on 19 Ju l y 1940 when HMAS Sydney engaged two I ta l i an 

c ru i s e r s , s ink ing one and in f l i c t ed heavy damage on the o the r . 

RETIMO : Ret imo For ce was l ed by the a l l -NSW 2 /1s t Ba t ta l i on . O f the th ree
	

bat t l e s on Cre t e , Re t imo (20 –30 May 1941 ) l a s t ed the l onges t and caused the
	

l onges t de lay t o the German conques t o f t he i s l and .
	

TEMPE GORGE : On 18 Apr i l 1941 , NSW - ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 16 th Br i gade de f ended 

the v i ta l r oad and ra i l l i ne o f communi ca t i on th rough Tempe Gorge . 

VEVI PASS : The f i r s t ba t t l e f ough t aga ins t the Naz i i nvas ion o f Greece was the 

de f ence o f t he Vev i Pass by the NSW - ra i s ed 2 /4 th Ba t ta l i on w i th o the r A IF , New 

Zea land Exped i t i onary Fo r ce and Greek un i t s ( 11 –13 Apr i l 1941 ) . 



    

                

              

           

               

        

                 

            

               

   

                

          

               

               

 

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I N D O N E S I A 
BALIKPAPAN: On 1 Ju l y 1945 , the por t o f Ba l i kpapan on the sou th - eas t coas t o f Borneo 

“became the s c ene o f the l a rges t ( and l a s t ) Aus t ra l i an amph ib ious l and ing o f the Second 

Wor ld War” (C la rk , Encyc lopaed ia o f Aus t ra l i a ’ s Ba t t l e s ) . The campa ign l a s t ed un t i l 

Augus t . 

KINDAU : T h i s was a succe s s fu l C la re t Opera t i on (15 June 1965 ) i n wh i ch compan ie s f r om 

3RAR, suppor t ed by a r t i l l e r y , ambushed a l a rge Indones ian f o r ce . 

SUNDA STRAIT : On 27 February 1942 HMAS Per th was l o s t a f t e r a ba t t l e f ough t o f f t he 

nor the rn coas t o f J ava aga ins t o ve rwhe lming odds . Be fo re s ink ing , Pe r th in f l i c t ed mass i v e 

casua l t i e s on the Japanese f l e e t i t had engaged wh i l e t r y ing t o e s co r t a c r ipp l ed Amer i can 

c ru i s e r t o sa f e t y . 

SUNGEI KOEMBA : Th i s was the s c ene , i n May – June 1965 , o f two o f the mos t succe s s fu l 

C la re t Opera t i ons by the compan ie s f r om 3RAR aga ins t Indones ians in Ka l imantan . 

TARAKAN : On 1 May 1945 an Aus t ra l i an b r i gade g roup f rom the 9 th D i v i s i on cap tured 

th i s s t ra t eg i c i s l and , w i th i t s v i ta l a i rbase , o f f t he coas t o f Borneo . The campa ign l a s t ed 

un t i l Augus t . 



    

                 

            

             

             

              

         

            

       

             

            

    

          

          

      

            

               

              

        

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I R A Q 
AL ASAD: The I raq i a i rbase a t A l Asad was cap tured in Apr i l 2003 , i n a comb ined 

ope ra t i on invo l v ing Aus t ra l i an SAS , 4RAR and a i r s t r i k e s f r om No . 75 Squadron , RAAF .
	

AL RUMAYTHAH : In Sep tember 2006 , Aus t ra l i an in fan t r y and cava l r y were ta rge t ed by
	

i n surgen t s i n an a t tack on the po l i c e bar racks i n the c i t y o f A l Rumay thah .
	

BAGHDAD : The I raq i cap i ta l was the base f o r Aus t ra l i an headquar t e r s i n tha t coun t r y
	

and the s i t e o f ongo ing s e cur i t y ope ra t i ons by the ADF .
	

GULF OF OMAN: In Sep tember –Oc tobe r 1990 RAN ves se l s succe s s fu l l y en fo r ced mar i t ime
	

t rade sanc t i ons imposed by the UN aga ins t I raq .
	

ISRAEL 
BEERSHEBA : The NSW - ra i s ed 12 th L i gh t Horse Reg iment was one o f t he two
	

assau l t r eg iment s i n the mos t f amous Aus t ra l i an cava l r y charge in h i s to r y , a t
	

Beer sheba on 31 Oc tobe r 1917 .
	

JERUSALEM : NSW - ra i s ed l i gh t ho r se r eg iment s were par t o f t he Aus t ra l i an
	

Mounted D i v i s i on tha t r ode in to th i s s t ra t eg i ca l l y s i gn i f i can t and h i s to r i ca l l y
	

f amous b ib l i ca l c i t y i n December 1917 .
	

MEGIDDO : In Sep tember 1918 NSW - ra i s ed l i gh t ho r se r eg iment s were par t o f t he 

mos t e x t ens i v e advance by men and hor se s o f t he war . The Grea t R ide ac ros s the 

b ib l i ca l P la in o f Sharon sp l i t t he Ot toman a rmy . No . 1 Squadron , AFC , a l so p layed 

a ma jo r ro l e i n th i s ope ra t i on . 



    

   
            

             

           

 
               

              

             

               

           

    

             

           

             

                

         

              

            

      

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE
	

JORDAN (or Pa lest in ian Terr i tor ies )
	
JORDAN VALLEY : NSW - ra i s ed l i gh t ho r se r eg iment s were par t o f t he Anzac
	

Mounted D i v i s i on tha t f ough t a campa ign in the J o rdan Va l l e y t o ou t f l ank the
	

Ottoman a rmy in Pa l e s t ine and cu t i t s l i ne s o f supp l y and communi ca t i on .
	

KOREAN DMZ 
MARYANG SAN : The cap ture o f H i l l 317 (Maryang San) by 3RAR in Oc tobe r 1951 

was acc la imed by the B r i t i sh a s one o f t he g r ea t ba t ta l i on ac t i ons in m i l i t a r y 

h i s to ry . 

SAMICHON RIVER : In the l a s t ba t t l e o f t he Korean War invo l v ing Aus t ra l i ans , 

f ough t on 24 –26 Ju l y 1953 , 2RAR and 3RAR den i ed the v i ta l h i gh g round above the 

Samichon R i ve r t o the enemy desp i t e ove rwhe lming Ch inese Communi s t a t tacks i n 

the days p re ced ing the a rmi s t i c e . 

LEBANON 
MERDJAYOUN : One o f t he ea r l i e s t and b i t t e r e s t ba t t l e s o f t he Sy r ian campa ign 

was f ough t by the Aus t ra l i an 25 th Br i gade a t Merd jayoun . The Aus t ra l i ans 

cap tured the t own on 11 June 1941 , bu t the l a rges t V i chy F rench coun te r -o f f ens i v e 

o f t he war r e took i t . Then the Aus t ra l i ans t ook i t aga in . A lmos t a th i rd o f A IF 

casua l t i e s dur ing the Sy r ian campa ign were sus ta ined a t Merd jayoun . 

Fo r h i s a c t i ons a t Merd jayoun and Damour (where he l o s t a l eg ) i n June – Ju l y , 

Sydney -born L i eu t enant Roden Cut l e r won the VC . He was l a t e r kn igh ted and 

s e r ved as Gove rnor o f New Sou th Wale s . 



    

              

          

              

              

             

        

             

            

           

                

            

 

              

          

         

            

            

 

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

LIBYA 
BARDIA : NSW - ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 6 th D i v i s i on p layed a s i gn i f i can t ro l e i n the 

cap ture o f t he I ta l i an f o r t r e s s a t Bard ia on 3 –5 January 1941 

TOBRUK : NSW - ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 6 th D i v i s i on p layed a s i gn i f i can t ro l e i n the 

cap ture o f t he I ta l i an f o r t i f i ed por t o f Tobruk on 21 –22 January 1941 , and NSW -

ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 9 th D i v i s i on were i n s t rumenta l i n i t s de f ence dur ing the 

subsequen t s i ege (Apr i l –December ) . The RAN was a l so i nvo l ved . 

MALAYSIA 
GEMAS : In m id - January 1942 the 2 /30 th Ba t ta l i on f rom cen t ra l and nor the rn New 

Sou th Wale s f ough t the f i r s t ba t t l e o f t he Ma layan campa ign . The ba t ta l i on 

in f l i c t ed heavy casua l t i e s on the Japanese bu t was f o r ced t o w i thdraw . 

M U A R : I n e a r l y 1 9 4 2 N S W - r a i s e d u n i t s o f t h e 8 t h D i v i s i o n p l a y e d a v i t a l r o l e i n 

d e l a y i n g t h e J a p a n e s e a d v a n c e d o w n t h e M a l a y p e n i n s u l a i n b a t t l e s a r o u n d t h e 

M u a r R i v e r . 

S U N G E I K E S A N G : O c c u r r i n g o n 2 9 – 3 0 O c t o b e r 1 9 6 4 , t h i s w a s t h e o n l y a c t i o n i n 

w h i c h A u s t r a l i a n i n f a n t r y ( 3 R A R ) a n d A u s t r a l i a n a r t i l l e r y ( 1 0 2 F i e l d B a t t e r y ) 

o p e r a t e d t o g e t h e r t o d e f e a t I n d o n e s i a n i n f i l t r a t i o n o n t h e M a l a y s i a n m a i n l a n d . 

S U N G E I S I P U T : I n l a t e 1 9 5 8 , 3 R A R e n g a g e d i n s u c c e s s f u l p a t r o l a c t i o n s a g a i n s t 

C o m m u n i s t b a s e s i n t h e j u n g l e n o r t h o f S u n g a i S i p u t , P e r a k S t a t e , M a l a y a . 



    

              

              

            

           

          

 

 
           

              

 

              

               

   

             

               

          

    

 

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

NEW ZEALAND 
ORAKAU : The 2nd Waika to Reg iment and mos t o f t he 4 th Waika to Reg iment were
	

ra i s ed in New Sou th Wale s , and bo th un i t s we re p re sen t a t th i s a c t i on , f ough t on
	

31 March –2 Apr i l 1864 .
	

TE RANGA : The ac t i on a t Te Ranga was f ough t on 21 June 1864 .
	

“Te Ranga was … the f i r s t p i t ched ba t t l e i n wh i ch Aus t ra l i ans en l i s t ed in to any o f
	

the f our Wa ika to m i l i t i a r eg iment s t ook par t . ” (C la rk , Encyc lopaed ia o f
	

Aus t ra l i a ’ s Ba t t l e s ) .
	

NORTH KOREA 
CHONGJU : On 29 Oc tobe r 1950 , 3RAR fough t i t s way th rough a power fu l Nor th 

Korean Peop l e ’ s Army f o r ce b l o ck ing the rou te t o the Ch inese f r on t i e r on the Ya lu 

R i ve r . The ba t ta l i on in f l i c t ed heavy l o s se s wh i l e su f f e r ing n ine f a ta l casua l t i e s – 

among them Aus t ra l i a ’ s l and f o r ce commander and the ba t ta l i on CO, L i eu t enant 

Co lone l Char l e s Green DSO, f r om Gra f ton in nor the rn New Sou th Wale s . 

PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES 
GAZA : NSW - ra i s ed l i gh t ho r se r eg iment s and e l ement s o f t he Imper ia l Came l 

Corps saw ac t i on in a l l t h r ee ba t t l e s o f Gaza (26 –27 March , 17 –19 Apr i l , 1 –2 

November 1917 ) . 



    

              

 

                

            

      

             

            

             

             

   

              

            

  

              

           

        

            

               

           

             

              

  

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
AITAPE : Th i s was the campa ign t o ove r come the l a s t ma jo r Japanese ga r r i son in 

New Gu inea . 

BISMARCK SEA : In an ac t i on f ough t o f f t he nor the rn coas t o f New Gu inea on 2 –3 

March 1943 , RAAF and USAAF a i r a t tacks de s t royed the mass i v e Japanese convoy 

in t ended t o r e in fo r ce the i r New Gu inea gar r i son . 

BITAPAKA : So ld i e r s and sa i l o r s f r om New Sou th Wale s were heav i l y engaged in 

the 11 Sep tember 1914 f i gh t ing on the road in land f rom Herbe r t shöhe (now 

Kocopo ) , beyond the cu r r en t s i t e o f t he CWGC cemete ry . I t was dur ing th i s 

campa ign tha t one o f Aus t ra l i a ’ s f i r s t two submar ines , AE1 , was l o s t wh i l e on 

pa t ro l on 14 Sep tember . 

BUNA : Second AIF t roops f r om the 7 th D i v i s i on suppor t ed by AMF un i t s , w i th 

RAAF suppor t , cap tured the base o f J apanese ope ra t i ons on the Kokoda Tra i l 

(December 1942 – January 1943 ) . 

FINSCHHAFEN : The beach l and ing in the morn ing o f 22 Sep tember 1943 by the 

l a rge l y NSW - ra i s ed 20 th Br i gade ( o f t he 9 th D i v i s i on ) cap tured the s t ra t eg i c 

p o s i t i o n o n t h e e a s t e r n e n d o f t h e H u o n P e n i n s u l a . 

K O K O D A T R A I L : N S W - r a i s e d A M F u n i t s t o o k p a r t i n t h e w i t h d r a w a l d o w n t h e 

K o k o d a T r a i l , a s w e l l a s i n t h e r e c o n q u e s t o f P a p u a . T h e c a m p a i g n o n t h e K o k o d a 

T r a i l ( J u l y – N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 2 ) a l s o s a w R A A F a n d R A N i n v o l v e m e n t . 

M I L N E B A Y : R A A F a i r c r e w a n d g r o u n d s t a f f p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n t h e 

d e f e n c e o f M i l n e B a y i n A u g u s t – S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 2 a s d i d A M F a n d S e c o n d A I F t r o o p s 



    

             

             

          

              

            

        

           

          

 

             

            

                 

          

           

             

              

     

   

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA CONT. 
RAMU VALLEY : An in t ense and l eng thy campa ign was conduc t ed aga ins t the l a rge 

Japanese ga r r i son in the Markham and Ramu Va l l e y s i n l a t e 1943 . D i s ease and 

exhaus t i on compe ted w i th enemy ac t i on t o i n c r ease the number o f casua l t i e s . 

SANANANDA : In f i gh t ing on 12 –18 January 1943 , Second AIF t roops f r om the 7 th 

D i v i s i on suppor t ed by AMF un i t s and w i th RAAF suppor t cap tured the l a s t 

J apanese s t rongho ld on the nor th coas t o f Papua . 

SATTELBERG : NSW - ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 9 th D i v i s i on he lp cap tured the
	

s t ra t eg i ca l l y dominant pos i t i on on the he i gh t s above the Huon Pen insu la
	

(Oc tobe r –November 1943 ) .
	

SHAGGY RIDGE : Th i s was the f amous mounta in top campa ign f ough t by the 7 th 

D i v i s i on in l a t e January 1944 on the s t e ep razorback mounta ins nor th -wes t o f Lae . 

WAU : Th i s was the s c ene o f t he v i ta l de f ence by Kanga For ce o f an ou tpos t tha t 

th r ea t ened the Japanese o c cupa t i on o f New Gu inea (28 January –1 February 1943 ) . 

WEWAK : Wewak (May –Sep tember 1945 ) was the ba t t l e tha t ove r came the l a s t 

J apanese s t rongho ld in New Gu inea and l ed t o the su r r ender o f Genera l Ha tazō 

A d a c h i ’ s 1 8 t h A r m y a t C a p e W o m t o M a j o r G e n e r a l H o r a c e R o b e r t s o n o f t h e 6 t h 

D i v i s i o n o n 1 3 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 5 . 



    

               

                

      

               

             

       

              

         

             

      

              

            

              

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

RWANDA 
KIBEHO : Th i s r e fugee camp in Rwanda was the s i t e o f t he b ru ta l massac re by 

members o f t he Rwandan Pa t r i o t i c Army on 22 Apr i l 1995 . Aus t ra l i an peacekeepe r s 

s e r v ing w i th UNAMIR were f o r ced t o wa t ch and a t t empted t o save some o f the 

v i c t ims . 

SCOTLAND 
SCAPA FLOW : Scapa F low was the p r inc ipa l f l e e t base f o r the Roya l Navy dur ing 

bo th wor ld wars , and was the re fo r e the home por t o f RAN sh ips f r om 1916 to 1919 

and RAN pe r sonne l f r om 1939 to 1945 . 

SINGAPORE 
SINGAPORE : NSW - ra i s ed un i t s o f t he 8 th D i v i s i on , a s we l l a s a i r f o r ce and nava l 

p e r s o n n e l , p l a y e d a v i t a l r o l e i n t h e d o o m e d d e f e n c e o f S i n g a p o r e I s l a n d , w h i c h 

f e l l t o t h e J a p a n e s e o n 1 5 F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 2 . 

B A I D O A : A u s t r a l i a n s s e r v e d i n a v a r i e t y o f U N o p e r a t i o n s i n S o m a l i a : U N O S O M I 

( 1 9 9 2 – 9 3 ) , U N I T A F ( 1 9 9 2 – 9 3 ) , a n d U N O S O M I I ( 1 9 9 3 – 9 5 ) . I n F e b r u a r y – M a r c h 

1 9 9 3 t h e 1 R A R b a t t a l i o n g r o u p f o u g h t a s e r i e s o f s m a l l c l a s h e s a g a i n s t a r m e d 

b a n d i t s d u r i n g t h e h u m a n i t a r i a n c r i s i s i n S o m a l i a . 

S O M A L I A 



    

            

               

    

              

            

           

               

             

             

               

                

      

             

            

   

             

           

              

       

                  

     

 

THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

SOUTH AFRICA 
BOTHAVILLE : An unsucces s fu l a t t empt t o ca t ch Boe r Genera l Chr i s t i aan de Wet 

was made on 6 November 1900 in wh i ch the NSW Mounted R i f l e s and the WA 

Mounted In fan t r y made f l ank a t tacks . 

DIAMOND HILL : In the i r march t o the Boe r cap i ta l o f P re to r ia , t he NSW - ra i s ed 

1 s t Aus t ra l i an Horse and the NSW Lance r s , w i th NSW Ambu lance in suppor t , 

a t tacked the ma jo r Boe r s t rongho ld a t D iamond H i l l ( 11 –12 June 1900 ) . 

ELANDS RIVER : The NSW Bushmen f o rmed one o f t he l a rges t co lon ia l un i t s i n the 

ga r r i son dur ing the s i ege o f t h i s s t ra t eg i c ou tpos t i n the Wes t e rn Transvaa l ( 4 –16 

Augus t 1900 ) . J an Smuts , l a t e r a s en io r Boe r commander , sa id o f t he de f ender s : 

“A l l honour t o these he roes who in the hour o f t r i a l r o se nob l y t o the o c cas ion . ” 

KOSTER RIVER : Fought on 22 Ju l y 1900 , th i s was the f i r s t ba t t l e (and de f ea t ) f o r 

s e ve ra l con t ingen t s , i n c lud ing the NSW C i t i z ens ’ Bushmen . 

LANGVERWACHT : Major Char l e s Cox and h i s 3 rd NSW Mounted R i f l e s f a i l ed t o 

s t op Genera l De Wet and Pre s iden t Mar t inus S t eyn e s cap ing th rough the Br i t i sh 

l i ne s (24 February 1902 ) . 

STINKHOUTBOOM : On 24 Ju l y 1900 the NSW Mounted R i f l e s a t tacked Genera l de 

Wet ’ s r ea rguard . Dur ing the ba t t l e B r i t i sh -born Capta in Nev i l l e Howse , NSW Army 

Med i ca l Corps , who had mig ra t ed t o New Sou th Wale s i n 1889 , became the f i r s t 

Aus t ra l i an t o be awarded the V i c to r ia Cros s . 

VET RIVER : Th i s was a w i ld charge ( on f oo t ) by the NSW Mounted R i f l e s on 5 May 

1900 tha t ove r came the Boe r l i ne s . 



              

             

              

            

   

 

 

    

               

          

      

K A P Y O N G : I n A u s t r a l i a ’ s m o s t f a m o u s b a t t l e o f t h e K o r e a n W a r , f o u g h t o n t h e 

S O U T H K O R E A 

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

eve o f Anzac Day 1951 , 3RAR succes s fu l l y de layed a mass i v e l y supe r i o r Ch inese 

Communi s t advance on Seou l . 

SUDAN 
SUAKIN : The NSW Sudan Cont ingen t was the f i r s t f o rmed combat un i t f r om a
	

Br i t i sh co lony , o the r than Ind ia , t o dep loy t o one o f B r i ta in ’ s Imper ia l wars .
	

TIMOR LESTE 
DILI : Di l i was the s i t e o f t he ADF headquar t e r s and the c en t r e o f Aus t ra l i an 

ope ra t i ons dur ing the e s tab l i shment o f T imor -Les t e . Aus t ra l i an e l ement s o f bo th 

INTERFET and UNTAET opera t ed ou t o f D i l i . 



    

              

              

                

 

             

               

 

               

           

             

               

    

T H E S I T E S A N D T H E I R S I G N I F I C A N C E 

TURKEY 

ANZAC LANDING : The NSW - ra i s ed 1 s t B r i gade l anded a t Anzac Cove on 25 Apr i l 

1915 , comp le t ing the a r r i va l o f t he 1 s t Aus t ra l i an D i v i s i on . On the morn ing o f t he 

l and ing , the b r i gade he ld the c en t r e and r i gh t o f t he l i ne , push ing in land as f a r a s 

P ine R idge . 

HILL 60 : The NSW - ra i s ed 5 th Br i gade su f f e r ed hor r endous casua l t i e s on i t s f i r s t 

day a shore on Ga l l i po l i when i t was th rown in to the i n i t i a l a t tack on H i l l 60 

(Augus t 1915 ) . 

LONE PINE : The NSW - ra i s ed 1 s t B r i gade l ed the charge in the mos t f amous ac t i on 

o f t he Ga l l i po l i campa ign , the ba t t l e o f Lone P ine (6 –9 Augus t 1915 ) . 

SARI BAIR RANGE : In Augus t 1915 , the NSW - ra i s ed 13 th Ba t ta l i on f ough t i t s 

way on to Abdu l Rahman Spur in an a t t empt t o cap ture H i l l 971 , the h i ghes t po in t 

on the Sar i Ba i r Range . 



            

         

         

                

             

        

                   

             

 

              

            

            

  

    THE S I TES AND THE IR S I GN I F I CANCE 

VIETNAM 
BALMORAL and CORAL: Two f i r e - suppor t bases , e s tab l i shed by the RAR to
	

preven t Communi s t f o r ce s i n f i l t ra t ing t owards Sa igon , succe s s fu l l y he ld ou t
	

aga ins t succe s s i v e de t e rmined VC and NVA a t tacks (13 –28 May 1968 ) .
	

BINH BA: On 6 –7 June 1969 a r eady r eac t i on f o r ce f r om the 1 s t Aus t ra l i an Task 

For ce (1 ATF) , i n c lud ing No . 9 Squadron , RAAF , d rove a l a rge and we l l -a rmed 

body o f VC and NVA f rom the cap tured v i l l age . 

LONG KHANH: Fought on 7 June 1971 , th i s was the l a s t – and one o f t he f ew – 

s e t -p i e ce ba t t l e s f ough t by 1 ATF , i n c lud ing No . 9 Squadron , RAAF , dur ing the 

V i e tnam War . 

LONG TAN: Fought i n a rubber p lan ta t i on on 18 Augus t 1966 , th i s was Aus t ra l i a ’ s 

mos t f amous ba t t l e o f t he V i e tnam War ; a vas t l y ou tnumbered Aus t ra l i an f o r ce 

he ld ou t aga ins t p ro longed V i e t Cong (VC) and Nor th V i e tnamese Army (NVA) 

a t tacks un t i l r e in fo r ced . 


