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By the end of the Great War, forty-five Australian and New Zealand nurses had died on overseas 

service and over two hundred had been decorated. These were the women who left for war looking for 

adventure and romance but were soon confronted with challenges for which their civilian lives could 

never have prepared them. Their strength and dignity were remarkable. The books listed herein 

describe, among other things, the hospital camps and the wards, the tent surgeries, and the living 

conditions and lifestyles of the nurses, both on and off duty, on the edge of some of the most horrific 

battlefronts of human history. 

 

The books listed below are available in the Institute’s Ursula Davidson Library. The call number (i.e. 

compactus shelf address) follows the citation in each case. 
 

BARKER, Marianne (1989) Nightingales in the mud: the Digger sisters of the Great War, 1914-

1918 (Sydney: Allen & Unwin) Call No: 570.14 BARK 1989 

 

DE VIRES, Susanna (2013) Australian heroines of World War One: Gallipoli, Lemnos and the 

Western Front (Chapel Hill, Brisbane: Pirgos Press) Call No: 570.14 DEVR 2013 [Australian 

Heroines of World War One is the story of eight courageous women through diaries, letters, original 

photos, paintings and maps.]  

 

GOODMAN, Rupert (1988) Our war nurses: the history of the Royal Australian Army Nursing 

Corps, 1902-1988 (Bowen Hills, Qld.: Boolarong Pubs.) Call No: 503.2 GOOD 1988 

 

HARRIS, Kirsty (2011) More than bombs and bandages: Australian Army nurses at work in World 

War I (Newport, N.S.W.: Big Sky Publishing) Call No:  570.14 HARR 2011 [Exposes the false 

assumption that military nurses only nursed. Based on author Kirsty Harris' CEW Bean Prize winning 

PhD thesis.] 

 

HART, Dorothy For humanity: genesis of the Royal Australian Army Nursing Service – 

Sabretache Vol 25 No. 2 April/June 1982 p.15-16 Call No. J030 SABR 1982  

 

KENNY, Susan The Emergence of the AANS, 1914-18 Defence Force Journal No.6 Sept/Oct 1977 

p.19-25 Call No: J030 ADFJ 1977 

 

McCULLAGH, Catherine (2010) Willingly into the fray: one hundred years of Australian Army 

nursing (Newport, N.S.W.: Big Sky Publishing) Call No: 815 MCCU 2010 

 

REES, Peter (2016) Anzac girls: the extraordinary story of our World War I nurses (Crows Nest, 

N.S.W.: Allen & Unwin) Call No: 570.02 REES 2016 

 

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY NURSING CORPS (1971/ 1972) The Royal Australian Army 

Nursing Corps: birth of the Australian Army Nursing Service and early history, 1898-1914 
Despatch Nov/Dec 1971 pp 67-74; Jan 1972 p. 105. Call No. J030 DESP 1971/1972 

 
The Ursula Davidson Library is open to the public:  General Public: 10 am to 3 pm, Mondays (except public holidays) 

and Wednesdays for browsing, and at other times for research by appointment.  Researchers: by appointment between 

10 am and 3 pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays. We can accommodate up to 8 researchers at a time. 
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The Library Catalogue can be reached and searched at this address:  http://rusi.slimlib.com.au:81/ 

 

Borrowing: Members may borrower books published since 1949. Members and non-members may use any of our books, 

journals, pamphlets, training manuals and/or maps in the library reading room. It is suggested that, in advance of your 

visit, you request the item(s) you wish to review by email, (we will set it aside for you) nominating the date and time 

you would like to use it. 

 

Dr David Leece 
Library Manager 
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